
SOFT DESIGN SHOWCASE 2026
‘Soft Pune - Design Showcase 2026', a 
fashion show organized by MKSSS’s School of 
Fashion Technology (SOFT), was recently 
held at Pandit Farms, Pune on March 2026. 
Over 170 emerging designers captivated the 
hearts of the audience with their innovative 
designs, Indian craftsmanship and modern 
silhouettes across 14 different categories on 
the theme of 'Sustainability’.

 Outfits created using modern techniques like 
recycling and 3D printing were the highlights 
of this show by students from the Jewellery, 
Fashion, Textile and Interdisciplinary 
departments. Along with the showcase, 
Fashion Communication students had an 
exhibit of visual merchandising and styling.

HIGHLIGHTS
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Greetings from MKSSS’s School of Fashion Technology, Pune— a premier 
institute for design education!

We are delighted to share the achievements and milestones of our institute with 
you in the latest issue of the SOFT Spring-Summer 2026 Newsletter 



The collection Shāśwatam, 
inspired by the idea of 
existence beyond birth and 
death and nature’s cycles of 
renewal, was presented 
through a display 
conceptualized and executed 
by 4th year, Textile Design 
students -Vikesha Kale, 
Aradhana Sahoo, Nandini 
Biyani, Anushka Asthana and 
Gunjan Bhosal.
Shāśwatam was awarded the 
1st prize for Best Textile Design 
display at the show.

MKSSS’s School of Fashion Technology, Pune | www.soft.ac.in                                
     Inspiring Design, Innovation & Sustainability

TEXTILE DESIGN DISPLAY-SOFT DESIGN SHOWCASE 2026

The Academic Excellence Awards recognize students with the highest aggregate 
performance from Semester I to Semester VII, celebrating consistent academic 
achievement across specializations. The following students have been recognized 
as this year’s awardees.

B Design-Fashion Design: Tejaswini Jagtap 
B Design-Textile Design: Vikesha Kale 
B Design-Fashion Communication: Prarthana Bhide
B Design-Jewellery Design: Rujula Kulshrestha
B Design-Interdisciplinary Fashion: Inika Joshi
M Design-Interdisciplinary Fashion: Kalyani Kulkarni
B Design-Fashion Design 3rd Year In The Loving Memory of Late Ms. Anandi Kelkar: 
Akshaya Chourasia 

STUDENT AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

Diksha Kumari, 3rd year, Jewellery 
Design student was shortlisted as a 
Finalist at two competitions the GIA 
Emerging Designer of the Year at IJ 
Design Awards 2025 and the IGI 
Expressions  – A Jewellery Excellence 
Award 2025–26. Her concepts 
‘Transformers: Jewellery with a Dual 
Purpose’ and ‘Hidden Beauty’  
showcased strong design thinking, 
innovation, and craftsmanship.

DIKSHA KUMARI SHINES AT JEWELLERY DESIGN COMPETITIONS 
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CARATLANE DESIGNATHON 2025
Mahi Sharma, 3rd year, Jewellery 
Design student was selected among 
the Top 30 designers globally at the 
CaratLane Designathon 2025 
conducted through CaratLane’s 
official platform. She won the Popular 
Choice Award, a cash prize of USD 
$250 and a chance to showcase her 
design internationally. Her work stood 
out for its creativity, craftsmanship &  
contemporary design sensibility.

2ND PLACE AT ECO DESIGN PITCH 
COMPETITION

Bhumii Champanwar and Kalyani Abhyankar 
3rd Year, Fashion Design & Fashion 
Communication students secured 2nd place 
at the Eco Design Pitch Competition by 
Indian Artryst at Sophia Shree B.K. Somani 
Memorial Polytechnic, Mumbai. Students 
won a cash prize of ₹5000 for their brand 
concept, ‘Daftariya & Co.’ focusing on 
sustainable formal wear, blending Indian 
textiles & contemporary design.

Sanskriti Painuly, Isha Pandit & 
Rose Chaperon, 3rd Year, Fashion 
Design students secured 1st place 
at the Green Fashion India (GFI) 
runway competition organized on 
January 2026 by Department of 
Dress Designing & Garment 

Manufacturing,
Sophia Shree B.K. Somani 
Memorial Polytechnic, Mumbai,
and sponsored by the Luigi & 
Laura Dalla Piccola Foundation .

Their collection featured jackets 
made from Solapuri chaddar and 
denim, exploring the theme “A 
Dialogue Between Who We Are 
and Who We Become.”

1ST PLACE GREEN RUNWAY 
COMPETITION AT GREEN 

FASHION INDIA (GFI)

CLOTHING MANUFACTURING 
ASSOCIATION OF INDIA FAB SHOW

SOFT Pune showcased its creative and 
sustainable design capabilities at the 
CMAI FAB Show held in April 2026 at the 
Bombay Exhibition Centre (NESCO), 
Goregaon, Mumbai. The participation 
featured three key components: A 
sustainability fashion show presenting 
three sequences based on HimGra® 
fabric, sustainable craft, and upcycling; 
the textile design installation and an 
institutional stall at the Theme Pavilion.
The showcase was appreciated by 
notable dignitaries including Mr. Iqbal 
Ahmed, Joint Textile Commissioner; Ms. 
Vrunda Desai, Textile Commissioner; 
CMAI President Mr. Santosh Katariya; 
and Chief Mentor Mr. Rahul Mehta 
among others.
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PROJECT ASTITVA-BHUJ
CELEBRATING AND SUSTAINING INDIA’S CRAFT HERITAGE

Project Astitva, an initiative by MKSSS’s School of Fashion 
Technology in collaboration with the Dr. Mrs. Bhanuben 
M. Nanavati Foundation, was held at Living and Learning 
Design Center, Bhuj, Gujarat on December 2025. 

The Kachchh edition brought together artisans, 
academicians, and industry experts through workshops, 
presentations, and a panel discussion. Centered around 
the theme ‘Sustaining the Soul of Kutch Crafts in a 
Changing World’ the initiative highlighted the need to 
balance innovation with authenticity while promoting 
sustainable practices and artisan empowerment in a 
global context. 

The project fostered meaningful dialogue between 
traditional artisans and emerging designers, creating 
pathways for knowledge exchange & long-term 
collaboration.
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FROM CLASSROOM TO BOARDROOM
The SOFT Business Incubation Center (BIC) at MKSSS’s School of Fashion 
Technology, Pune, fosters entrepreneurship by bridging creativity, innovation and 
enterprise. 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between MKSSS’s SOFT and MITCON 
Consultancy & Engineering Services Ltd. (MITCON) was formalized on 7th 
January 2026 to strengthen industry–academia collaboration and promote 
student entrepreneurship.

MKSSS’s School of Fashion Technology (SOFT), Pune, 
continues to strengthen its footprint in sustainable design 
& innovation through notable intellectual property (IP) 
achievements.
Principal Dr. Garima Bhalla and Asst. Prof. Garima Raj, 
along with SOFT, Pune, have successfully secured an 
Industrial Design Registration for “Fruit Waste Recycled 
Jewellery” in January 2026. The collection includes 
brooches, decorative trims, and fashion add-ons.

FACULTY RESEARCH & CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTION
Our faculties actively engage in 
academic research, annual 
publications & presenting at 
conferences such as International 
Conference on Technical Textiles and 
Nonwovens (ICTN 2026), IIT Delhi, 
International Conference on 
Innovations in Architecture, Design, 
Business, Society, Language and 
Literature (ICADBSL) Vellore Institute 
of Technology  and Woxsen 
University, Telangana among others.

In April 2026 faculties from SOFT Pune 
recently presented their research at 
the International Foundation of 
Fashion Technology Institutes (IFFTI) 
Conference held at RMIT University, 
Vietnam.

The presenting team included Principal Dr. Garima Bhalla, Asst. Prof. Mallika 
Dabhade Samant, Asst. Prof. Madhura Joshi, Asst. Prof. Smita Pattanaik, Asst. 
Prof. Varsha Pradeep Bandal, & Asst. Prof. Garima Raj.

SOFT MARKS KEY MILESTONES IN DESIGN INNOVATION



The 7th Jadhavar

SPORTS & EXTRA CURRICULAR ACHIEVEMENTS

Tanmayee Patil, 3rd Year, 
Textile Design student 
performed ‘Her Frames, 
Her Fire’, an experimental 
Kuchipudi piece on 
women empowerment at 
the Avakai Festival, 
Vijayawada, under Guru 
Smt. Gayatri Ambekar. 
The performance was 
attended by dignitaries 
including the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister and 
featured in Andhrajyoti 
newspaper.

15 KM OPEN WATER 
SWIMMING 

ACHIEVEMENT
Kirti Bharadiya, 2nd 
Year, Textile Design 
student successfully 
completed a 15 km non-
stop open water swim 
from Uran (Raigad) to 
Trombay (Navi Mumbai) 
on December 2025 in 4 
hours 38 minutes. A 
national-level swimmer, 
she achieved this feat 
under challenging sea 
conditions, marking a 
significant personal 
milestone.
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SOFT STUDENT WINS AT SPOT PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
Vaishnavi Lanke 4th Year, Fashion Design student secured 1st Prize in Spot 
Photography at the Hiraben Nanavati Institute of Management and Research 
(HNIMR) Kushagra Competition on . Her work stood out for its creativity and 
compelling visual narrative.

INSPIRO 2026 AROUND THE WORLD
Inspiro 2026, SOFT’s inter-collegiate cultural fest, brought the theme “Around the 
World” to life through a two-day lineup of competitions, fashion showcases, 
performances, food stalls, and student-led entrepreneurial exhibits. With 
participation from leading Pune colleges and notable celebrity presence, the fest 
stood out as a vibrant celebration of creativity, collaboration, and student-driven 
execution. 

KUCHIPUDI PERFORMANCE AT ‘AVAKAI’ FESTIVAL
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NSS ELECTION AWARENESS RALLY
The NSS committee under SOFT organized an Election Awareness Rally to 
promote democratic values and responsible citizenship among students and 
the local community. The initiative focused on highlighting the importance of 
voting & active participation in the electoral process.

MKSSS ANNUAL SPORTS EVENT – “DAMINI 2025–26”

The MKSSS’s Annual Sports Event – ‘Damini 
2025–26’, hosted by the Bakul Tambat Institute 
of Nursing Education, under the MKSSS Damini 
Sports Event on February 2026, witnessed 
outstanding performances by the School of 
Fashion Technology (SOFT) teams with students 
winning 2nd Place in Cricket and 3rd place in 
Volleyball & Badminton competitions.

Ms. Swathi Nair, Ms. Ritika Geherwal and Ms. 
Krisha Patil from SOFT were awarded the Damini 
Sports Scholarship at the event.

LIST OF PARTICIPATING STUDENTS:
1st year Fashion Communication-Celina Chohan
1st year Fashion Design-Aarya Pitre, Antara Dargad, Krithika Chandrasekaran, Saiee 
Govilkar
1st year Jewellery Design-Bhumi Maniyar, Krishti Shah, Veerti Dedhia
1st year Textile Design-Tanvi Hendre
2nd year Fashion Communication-Ananya Gupta
2nd year Fashion Design-Antara Dhore, Neeshu Sharma, Priya Roy, Riya Roy, Smruti 
Baviskar
3rd year Fashion Design-Harneet Kaur, Naomi Dcosta, Prachi Nagda, Priyal Shah, Sanskriti 
Painuly, Vedika Dhanu
3rd year Interdisciplinary Design-Labdhi Dugad, Labhesha Khinvasara, Rutuja Gonge, 
Sadhvi Kulkarni
3rd year Textile Design-Dakshayani Shinde
4th year Interdisciplinary Design-Sneha Jain
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